AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF MAI NTENANCE ( SUPPORT) OBLI GATI ONS

The Governnment of the United States of Anerica
and

t he Gover nnent of (hereinafter referred
to as the Parties),

Resol ved to establish a uniformand effective franmework for the
enf orcenent of mai ntenance obligations, the recognition of
mai nt enance deci sions, and the determ nation of parentage,

I n accordance with section 459A of the Social Security Act, Title
42, United States Code, section 659A, and as authorized by the
| aws of ,

Have agreed as fol |l ows:

Article 1
hj ective

1. Subject to the provisions of this Agreenent, the Parties
hereby seek to provide for

a. t he recovery of maintenance or the rei nbursenent of
mai nt enance to which a mai ntenance creditor or a public body
havi ng provi ded benefits for a mai ntenance creditor subject to the
jurisdiction of one Party (hereinafter referred to as the
claimant) is entitled froma maintenance debtor who is subject to
the jurisdiction of the other Party (hereinafter referred to as
t he respondent), and

b. t he recognition and enforcenent of maintenance orders,
rei nbursenent orders and settlenents (hereinafter referred to as
mai nt enance deci sions) made or recogni zed within the jurisdiction
of either Party.



Article 2
Scope

1. Thi s Agreenent shall apply to maintenance obligations arising
froma famly relationship or parentage, including a nmaintenance
obligation towards a child born out of wedl ock. However, a

mai nt enance obligation towards a spouse or former spouse where
there are no mnor children will be enforced under this Agreenent
on the basis of reciprocity between and the individua
states and other jurisdictions of the United States.

2. This Agreenent applies to the collection of paynent arrears
on a nai ntenance obligation and to the nodification in anounts due
under an exi sting mai nt enance deci si on.

3. The renedies provided for in this Agreenent are not exclusive
and do not affect the availability of any other renedies for the
enforcenent of a valid maintenance obligation

4. This Agreenent shall not apply if the Requested Party nakes
or recognizes a judicial finding that the person seeking the
recovery of maintenance has wongfully renoved or retained the
child for whom nmai ntenance is sought in the territory of the
Requesting Party.

Article 3

Central Authorities

1. The Parties shall each designate a body as Central Authority
whi ch shall facilitate conpliance with the provisions of this

agr eenment .

2. The Central Authority for shal |
be

3. The Central Authority for the United States of America shal
be the Ofice of Child Support Enforcenent in the Departnent of
Heal th and Human Services, as authorized by Title IV-D of the
Soci al Security Act.



4, The parties may designate other public bodies to carry out
any of the provisions of this agreenent in co-ordination with the
Central Authority.

5. Any changes in the designation of the Central Authority or
ot her public bodies by one Party shall be communicated pronptly to
the Central Authority of the other Party.

6. Communi cati ons shall be addressed by the Central Authority or
ot her public body of one Party directly to the Central Authority
or other responsible public body of the other Party as desi gnated
by that Party.

Article 4
Applications and Transm ssion of Docunents and Judicial Assistance

1. An application for the recovery or reinbursenent of

mai nt enance from a respondent subject to the jurisdiction of the
Requested Party shall be nade by the Central Authority or other
desi gnated public body of the Requesting Party, in accordance with
t he applicabl e procedures of the Requesting Party.

2. The application shall be nmade on a standard formin English
and to be agreed upon by the Central Authorities of
both Parties, and shall be acconpanied by all relevant docunents.
Al'l docunents shall be translated into the | anguage of the
Requested Party.

3. The Central Authority or other designated public body of the
Requesting Party shall transmt the docunents referred to in
paragraphs 2 and 5 of this Article to the Central Authority or

ot her designated public body of the Requested Party.

4. Before transmtting the docunents to the Central Authority or
ot her designated public body of the Requested Party, the Centra
Authority or other designated public body of the Requesting Party
shall satisfy itself that they conply with the Iaw of the
Requesting party and the requirenents of this Agreenent.

5. When the application is based on or the docunents include a
deci sion issued by a conpetent court or agency establishing
parentage or for the paynent of naintenance:
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a. the Central Authority or other designated public body of
t he Requesting Party shall transmt a copy of the decision
certified or verified in accordance with the requirenents of the
Request ed Party;

b. t he deci sion shall be acconpani ed by a statenent of
finality or, if not final, a statenent of enforceability and by
evi dence that the respondent has appeared in the proceedi ngs or
has been given notice and an opportunity to appear;

C. the Central Authority or other designated body of the
Requesting Party shall notify the Central Authority or other
desi gnat ed body of the Requested Party of any subsequent change by
operation of law in the anount required to be enforced under the
deci si on.

6. In carrying out their tasks under this Agreenent, the Parties
shal | provide each other assistance and information within the
limts of their respective |aws, and consistent wth any treaties
related to judicial assistance in force between the Parties.

7. Al'l docunents transmtted under this Agreenent shall be
exenpt from|l egalization

Article 5
Functions of the Central Authority of the Requested Party

The Central Authority or other designated public body of the
Requested Party shall take on behalf of the clainmant all
appropriate steps for the recovery or reinbursenent of
mai nt enance, including the institution and prosecution of
proceedi ngs for mai ntenance, the determ nation of parentage where
necessary, the execution of any judicial or admnistrative
decision and the collection and distribution of paynments
col | ect ed.

Article 6
Cost of services
Al'l procedures described in this Agreenent, including

services of the Central Authority, and necessary |egal and
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adm ni strative assistance, shall be provided by the Centra

Aut hority or other designated public body of the Requested Party
W thout cost to the claimant. The costs of testing blood or

ti ssue for parentage determ nations shall be borne by the Centra
Authority or other designated public body of the Requested Party.
The Central Authority or other designated public body of the
Requested Party may assess costs in any proceedi ng agai nst the
respondent appearing in its jurisdiction.

Article 7
Recogni ti on and enforcenent of mai ntenance deci sions

1. Mai nt enance deci si ons, including nmai ntenance deci sions
arising froma determnation of parentage, fromone Party shall be
recogni zed and enforced in the other Party to the extent that the
facts in the case support recognition and enforcenent under the
applicable aws and procedures of the latter Party.

2. Maintenance decisions nade after the failure of the respondent
to appear shall be considered as decisions under paragraph 1 if it
denonstrated that notice had been given and the opportunity to be
heard had been satisfied in a way to satisfy the standards of the
Requested Party.

3. The Requested Party shall take all appropriate steps to
establish a mai ntenance decision if it is unable, under paragraph
1, to recogni ze a mai ntenance deci sion of the Requesting Party.



Article 8

Appl i cabl e Law

1. Al'l actions and proceedi ngs under this Agreenent by either
Party shall be carried out pursuant to the |aw including choice of
| aw provi sions and procedures of that Party.

2. The physical presence of the child or custodial parent shal
not be required in proceedings under this Agreenent in the
Requested Party.

Article 9

Territorial Application

1. For , this Agreenent shall apply to

2. For the United States of Anmerica, this Agreenent shall apply
to the fifty states, the District of Colunbia, Guam Puerto Rico,
the United States Virgin Islands, and any other jurisdiction of
the United States participating in Title I'V-D of the Soci a
Security Act.

Article 10
Federal State C ause

Wth respect to the United States, any reference to the | aw
or requirenents or procedures or standards of a Party or of the
Requesting or Requested Party shall be construed as a reference to
the law, requirenents, procedures or standards of the rel evant
state or other jurisdiction of the United States.

Entry into force

1. This Agreenent shall enter into force on the |ater of the
dates on which each Party has been notified in witing through the
di pl omati c channel that the |egal requirenments under donestic |aw
for the entry into force have been fulfill ed.
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2. Thi s Agreenent shall apply to any outstandi ng nai nt enance
deci sion, or paynent accrued under such decision, regardl ess of
the date of that deci sion.

Article 11
Term nation
1. Either Party may term nate this Agreenent by notification in

witing addressed to the other Party through the diplomatic
channel .



2. The term nation shall take effect on the first day of the
third nonth follow ng the receipt of the notification.

3. In the event that either Party's donmestic |egal authority to
carry out its obligations under this Agreenent ceases, in whole or
in part, either party may suspend application of this Agreenent,
or wwth the agreenment of the other Party, any part of this
Agreenment. In that event, the Parties wll seek, to the fullest
extent practicable in accordance with donestic law, to mnim ze
unf avorabl e effects on the continuing recognition and enforcenent
of mai ntenance obligations covered by this Agreenent.

I N WTNESS WHERECOF t he undersi gned, being duly authorized
t hereto, have signed this Agreenent.

Done at in duplicate, in English and
| anguages both of which are equally authentic, on this day
of :




